Ukulele

A ukulele is a small musical instrument with 4 strings. Ukuleles are usually made of wood and have fretted necks. Ukuleles were developed in Hawaii during ukulele the 19th century, after Spanish seafarers had introduced guitars to the islands. In Hawaiian, 'ukulele' means 'jumping flea'.

How to hold the Uke


Cradle the body under your right arm (squish it!)
Left hand holds the neck
Strum with right index finger where the body meets the neck





Playing Chords
A chord is when you play more than one note at the same time.  This is what Ukuleles do best!

Meet the C chord!



Now you draw the diagram:
                           
      4G                         4U                         4E

Strumming exercise #1




Strumming Exercise #2


Now onto a new chord!
[image: http://media.wiley.com/Lux/21/313221.image2.jpg]
Your turn to write the diagram:
                         
      4G                         4U                       4E

Strumming exercise #3



Strumming #4

[image: ]

Chord Review

You write the diagrams: 

            4G                        4U                      4E

Change between C and F chords
Try going back an forth from the "C" to the "F". See how, if you use your ring finger to play the "C", none of your fingers has to change positions to do 
the chord change - they just lift up or set back down.

More new chords: 


        4G

        4U
       4E
Switch C to G7:
Now try going from the "C" to the "G7" and back. Your ring finger just moves one fret, and stays on the same string.

Switch G7 to F:
Finally, try the "G7" to the "F" and back. Your index finger stays put!

Let’s learn some familiar songs:
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Another New Chord


Now you draw the Diagram:

                        
      4G                        4U                       4E

Switch C to Am:
When you switch, there is no position change, just move between ring finger and middle finger

Switch Am to F:
Your middle finger stays put!  Just lift up and drop down your pointer finger.


Now try this familiar song:

Octopus’s Garden
By the Beatles

C                 Am
  I'd like to be       under the sea
       F                        G7
In an octopus's garden in the shade
C                 Am 
    He'd let us in,      knows where we've been
        F                       G7  
In his octopus's garden in the shade


Am
      I'd ask my friends to come and see
F                G7    
   An octopus's garden with me

C                 Am     
    I'd like to be      under the sea
       F          G7             C 
In an octopus's   garden in the   shade
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Ukulele Tuning in the Real World

Our Second Song

Here's another extremely well known song to get you playing your 3 chords. We're
not going to try to execute any fancy rhythmic stuff just yet, just work on getting
all the changes, and hum or sing along to whatever strumming you feel like.

C F C

Twinkle, twinkle little star

F C G7 C

How I wonder what you are

C F C G7

Up a - bove the world so high

C F C G7

Like a diamond in the sky

C F C

Twinkle, twinkle little star

F @© G7 C

How I wonder what you are!

As you work on this song, try to notice what you are thinking about while you are
playing. Are you concentrating on finding the right chords? On strumming? Trying to
remember the words
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