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This survey asks you to think about what you do online and about the conversations and rules you have about 
tech at home. Feel free to answer questions honestly, as your name is not on this survey.

1. What do you do online? (Circle all that apply) 

Use social media

Do work/homework

Read about things I’m interested in

Watch streaming TV or videos

Read/send email

2. Looking at the list above, list in order which three you do the MOST often.

1. ________________________________________________________________________ (the thing you do the MOST)

2. ________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Out of all the things you do online, which is your FAVORITE? (Circle one)

Use social media

Work/Homework

Read about things I’m interested in

Watch streaming TV or videos

Email
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Instant Message/Chat 

Play video games

Listen to music

Create media

Other: ____________________________

Instant Message/Chat 

Play video games

Listen to music

Create media

Other: ____________________________
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4. Which topics have you had conversations about at home? (Circle all that apply) 

Having a balance of online/offline activities

Managing tech distractions

Sharing pictures of myself

Tagging or uploading pictures of other people

Using tech for homework

Behaving appropriately online 

Downloading movies/music legally

Understanding creative credit/copyright

Shopping and buying things online

5. What would you say is your family’s MOST IMPORTANT rule or policy about using technology?

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Does your family have rules or family guidelines around …

How much time you can watch TV    YES / NO

How much time you can spend on the computer   YES / NO

Which sites you can visit online (the Internet)   YES / NO

Whom you can talk to online     YES / NO

Posting photos online      YES / NO

7. Do you have your own cell phone? (Circle one)

No

Yes, and it has Internet access

Yes, but it doesn’t have Internet access

Setting privacy settings

Choosing passwords

Creating usernames

Sharing information online (private versus personal)

Talking with strangers online (stranger danger)

Understanding your digital footprint

Sexting

Dealing with cyberbullying

Other: ____________________________
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8. What kind of tech can people in your family use in their bedrooms?

TV      Kids          Parents          Both

Cable/satellite TV     Kids          Parents          Both

Cell phone     Kids          Parents          Both

Computer      Kids          Parents          Both

Internet access     Kids          Parents          Both

Electronic reader (Kindle, Nook, etc.)  Kids          Parents          Both

Video game console    Kids          Parents          Both

Tablet      Kids          Parents          Both

Internet access     Kids          Parents          Both 

9. Do you sleep with your cell phone in your room? (Circle one)

Yes, right next to my bed    No, I don’t keep it in my room at night

Yes, somewhere else in the room   No, I don’t have a cell phone

10. Have you ever…. 

Bought music or ringtones from a site like iTunes    YES  /  NO

Shared your password to with a friend     YES  /  NO

Illegally downloaded music or videos     YES  /  NO

Registered for a contest online      YES  /  NO

IM’ed or chatted with people you don’t know in person   YES  /  NO

Read online about one of your hobbies or interests   YES  /  NO

Made fun of or messed with someone online    YES  /  NO

Read someone else’s text messages without permission   YES  /  NO

Seen something online that you think was inappropriate   YES  /  NO

CONNECTING FAMILIES

Survey



CONNECTING FAMILIES     © 2014     www.commonsense.org /educators

11. Do you use privacy settings on your social media accounts? (Circle one)

Yes                                                  No                                                   I don’t know

12. In your house, do parents look at kids’ social media accounts? (Circle one)

Yes, they look at it a lot.

Yes, sometimes.      

Yes, but only the first time they’re setting up the account.

No — they know about accounts, but don’t check them.

No — they don’t know which accounts kids have.

12. Are there any topics you wish you had MORE information about and help with? 

      (Circle all that apply)

Managing tech distractions

Sharing pictures of myself

Tagging or uploading pictures of other people

Using tech for homework

Behaving appropriately online 

Downloading movies/music legally

Understanding creative credit/copyright

Shopping and buying things online

Setting privacy settings

No, there are no topics I want more information about or help with.

Choosing passwords

Creating usernames

Sharing information online (private versus personal)

Talking with strangers online (stranger danger)

Understanding your digital footprint

Sexting

Dealing with cyberbullying

Other: ____________________________
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13.  What concerns you the MOST about today’s world life ? (Circle one)

Too much screen time

Seeing poor quality or questionable content

Amount of digital drama and cyberbullying

Permanence of my online presence, a.k.a., my digital footprint

Protecting my private information

Other: ________________________________________

14.  What excites you the MOST about today’s digital world? (Circle one)

Ability to connect with others

The variety of content — educational, entertainment, etc.

Anytime, anywhere information

Ability to create media

Other: ________________________________________

15. Are you a:  

 Parent/Caregiver    Kid/Student

16. Are you a:

 Male      Female

17. What grade(s) are you (or your kids, if you’re a parent!) in?

K          1          2          3          4          5          6          7          8          9          10          11          12
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